I35

prrcr A g > . - ave it a lot of
g A Wﬂ'ﬁis afte I don't

Jf’:‘l:.dn- nvolve you or anyone else, [ appre te your offer,

e | N .y 1,: :
'|_ | ‘ I L L B - i 1 =
B 1....:.-'-‘ ‘””
“It's [ime you b-r:gn

:;f' “But, 1—I do. Trust hg * hn It's ustnm
T'rﬁﬂutuﬂp::l al -ccluin Ive v problefig

She was unaware ll'.mt sh her ha urml Iu:
‘reached over to still th I ¥ A
utting his arm :

you mustn't get mvnlvﬂt in this."" (Mok-

b s Sh P =" her mnrajand the mmreupl' h
T e ke IR e i gentled at once, and hcsmdm
bisiweriivimins, For the domeat e’ ot Wiy e hdw
simmege. She feltddeert m%me v, he g
iy — A0 there, ;

He Msesnliy : '

Tt e b At il b,

midandewierrivpmsing o1 inside. e 1o e o booth

amsasstie back uf”mnm#siﬂ&hﬁ:de her..“e
Finai!:.r. he released hér and she drew awar.t O

*“That, 100,"" he replied out smiling. He asked what gaze remained ﬁm:l'“? hl His t:pmﬁn
she wanted to drink and gavaheir orders to the waitress. L1

Rob wasn't touching A at all, but she was acutely
aware of his closeness. Sh f:tlhugauandiuewhewas

e, . Rz o ]l:ft
*Meither of us can chﬂ.ngc th ml‘;:%d

l-I.is cyes waee calm, questioning. ““1'm sorry 1 fell apart,” 0Oh, God, she thought. Whal do 1 do now? | let
she said, hardly speaking above a whisper. - anybody get hurt because of me. ““He just said it was my last
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L:-w.a lhefs -:a.slhc other ﬁilﬂn?he_lﬁ- \

niro 51+ , b wa.s. rapidly rea
limits of his
ﬂ.un
surl:. upon her, * #hod
idea,"" she said. * k we'd better go back to Nora's.™
"W: haven :’m&a.“ he said pointedly.
j ntrol'sednsist. Instead, she
|If[-Ed. and took a substantial swallow,

i) #'Ifl wﬂlg* fb mutter.
d Mike wa.'[hng toward
tl'l:.. m‘nd 'mtd to lmk pleased. *

warning. The

orders, and
ion thi¥ their earlier :nnvcr-

o

asked a seriesof™
rived, {nrluﬂl"

i as&hcmgh&dand
] th:ulhcr;mtnl‘m

e eVen ."_.E'F'I"m 4-

ThEﬂE.E-E]}lEk [ ons

king Lh: sooner she I'mshr.:d the
Rob to get her out of there.

in one gulp,
sponer she could

.Whmg to Hide

o . qﬁhr.-r ga.rnaﬂ.mmsp*-j_un
on I:I'lL' edgt -::1' her awareness, then drawing her into the

ike's answer. “‘Yeah, I've been working for Ed
—what—six, seven months?"" He looked

T TR e

thought, then amended the thought.
No, small town. :

The waitress reappeared, and Rob asked Anne if she
wanted another drink. She gaid no, hoping he wouldn’t or-
der one for himself and was relieved when he simply fin-
ished what was left in his glass and turned back to her to say,
*“Are vou ready to go?"
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@ L ﬂ.iughl her hand agshe slid | (Y at's botherigl i W is your" she Nared. .,
Vgid dgpd-Midhi shen  EEs 2 gl you're goirig 5"
' i whet

guided b t you're so

e nCe theyw:r: uuLs:dt th!tp egl his hapeds igto hig d i Tip : he good
& Al vo £ tfohti back
...Lq-.!.';n' Ii.:‘w‘ o[ .

in and surted the engi
SO T Tl

e e 4 L=

'-

ml-:l hm’n al »-restof it, was clamming up about
call? And when the hell had shefhad time for-so much so-
cial life?

— ]

¢~ v was severs muu:sb-: né realized that they were

% lhc _pml-:mgcd sllcqiﬁ she :i.

——. whtr: wetantalk.” ilt
brought the ﬂimu ngh k down on them.

-H ‘ﬁm Nura‘s."u a L -

y were heading south. Even in the dark, ARpe recog-
some of the scenery. She was surprised when he drm-: His ]lugh[gf was m-tq_l}r u
past his hu: then tu j':'nntnad road gfter they'd him in gu;pm:, “ .
gage ile d¥ so. ually he jﬂ? grass ment
edging the road and switched off the headligh sl whe
There was a moon. Broken clouds drifted across its face,
providing enough light for them to see each other.
““You might as well tell me whatever it is that's bothering
you so | can get home sometime tonight,"" Anne snapped.
“*Ii"s what's bothering you that's the issue,'" he returned
shortly.
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y gilken, thr ple uf
. w‘:ﬂﬂ

: . hn:r Ilps"‘ha changed the
is ardil tighened the

and took it rmngnna#h
w him back for an

mkiq'cr(ﬂth

first Lntrudrl to remind him

mii.md

[T ilid
i i
m ;
he low- /
d once tlore, o
11. was Anné who pulled “back " Fiaybe’ j

ﬂllﬂnnarmdmmm 2
. ; -.—-'-1-1--.-—.__

gave her a long look and saﬂ":i;ﬂs}[‘p
the I'nr
“If Wemust:** She sighﬁ then fas

L T -
g — - :
L. i -y

- He smiled back, but his expression grew grave almost at

1"‘5; e
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once. "‘Anne, we nud o do some serious negotiating right

. "‘:'nuw You've got to level with me about a few things."*
_-' “What do you mean? 1"ve told you the truth."

. “*¥es, but not all of it. For example, who else knows
._hpm all this—the survey, and the murder?” |
~ “Who else? No one that you don't know abolit. Good.
_'lm:d, you've been with me every time I've talked to any../
mﬂ

"'Hm when you talked to Chambers,” 11: corrected.

Enh ve you told him?"'
bers?"" she choked out. “*Why would |
htm an i bdrely know the man.”
M.Hm ook, calls you Anne, gives you a
smilesw he talks to you. Maybe you'd 1

h:hr'"
Anntugari m‘ﬂ! s:mpdn then shaking her
& seen the man ex-

‘head she said, * "t believe this.
f probably twenty

actly twice before tonight for a to
minutes. Tonight was th:haw :r first name,
Iﬂdl!ﬂp]}_ﬂd:th&lwubma th:l.‘.uul nmphat
He knows lbm.n the book because

thu‘ﬁiﬂht

whend vﬁ y fact-fi t-:mr th
Ito
: it :uuﬂ r
SImpI ealousy.

the gui
ure at t
urprlm:l her by z«aﬂns.

Hu glared af'him as she :F n
prevent a little shiwér ni’
annoyance may have

He uttered an apology then

““Let’s get out and walk fora wh.EIv.-."F
“Walk?" she repeated. *"Out here—at night?""
“Sure, wh:.r not?"
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Monty, finally given permission to leap down out of the
truck, ran ahead of them along the road streiching between | Ragnins _
ficlds of vegetables and ripening grain. Much of the fields | igasd aile ; i Ru-h' nd anl:l
appeared black and white and faintly mystical in the shift-  moving closer to him, 1 .
ing light. Ahead of them, an uneven line of trees cut across | E"ﬁﬂk came around her, anfl hg 8kid, "ﬁ'r] a'rab-
Syn oy T i ’s nothin heufnu:lu out here.””

wltm andtmbar—
iy exclaimed, laughing at her own the

Fught her hand in his and smiled ﬁr-mmmnwd from behind a cloud to ill ate thc m

down at her. ey » MacKenzie, I'm a city g:] ou'll have to do

As they walked, she realized where they ,and | 1. ing to ¢o hat outdoors is
suddenly breathless, she asked, “Rob, is ? That 53 W
land?"" it taku;' he said under his breath, and
‘It should be just ahead, on III € rep L hugged her close to his side for a momgnt."*
“Come on, let's have a cl !Iﬂ ‘ﬂ “WhatJ® she asked.
a ditch He ughed Iy aod
i

He led her across the r tIpﬂ:I
Taking her hand a field of
weeds and low clum ed slowly as Anne land can see.'”
picked her way care in h-':r tantial shoes. A cho- Monty raced back ™ them from his own explorations,
rus of insects the direction of the river -and the rabbit disappeared into a patch of heavier brush. s
hll ﬂuhn:l in the mmnlisin just before the dark stems and

all this?""
“1 went with Bill to
In-ulmd it up We als

the sky to the west. There was no sign of the moo
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;shn cnuldn t have seen Rob's face even 1l' she'd darui lmk
Mjut she knew- him-well egough by this time to realize he
wouldn'§ give up. Stub persevering—he had
ample simﬁr ny name.
J you let it alﬁrhq'ﬂﬂh? Let
me take care of i n rmrsu:lﬂ”
He heard t ut his cId-
ing when i'H: better th

fingers clampadamund her wﬂst when she sr.annd to mmr:
away. “‘Damn it, | ne this moming—this aftéernooa, too—

you were willi m‘ud Itlﬂ& Bu:.dn:c

that call came,
the devil did he say 1o you?'"

She gazed up at , and when lightning slashed across
the sky, much closer + She saw his face and knew she had
lost. Blinking b % n and fear, she said,
“"He told me if L the survgy,: t
be around to see the result.”” Thendin a voice tight with
anxiety, she added, *"And neither ®ill anyone who helps
m.11

For a moment he said nothing at all. Then he swore in

e most colorful ]:.-ngunm: sl'lr: d : '

He-:rushedhﬂn.gﬂm
rolled closer, and couldn't

that Ange might have recognized as
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' out 2 word, hestarted the engine, turncd the

droye quickle baék along the deserted I'ﬂﬂ.d The
dm by in the ¢
yt !

ed her h-}u :

cﬂmbing the dmtwmr to his house.

. “Rob, I shouldn’t be here,"” she protested when he'd shut
~ off the gngi
o , and his fingers slipped info

f her neck in slow circles.
ed his hand, was now knead-
other, gently, so gently.
ARy abou

lInwed closely by re-

awareness. “What
were you saying?'' she askeds .
“ You saying,'' he co ,whithe a smile Mnt

s ﬁdﬂw‘hﬂﬂ-ﬂ
. :mu :hdn‘t say

‘had moved aruund mﬂmt ﬁis ﬁngm wnretﬂ.ﬂ %ﬂ
lobe with feather touches. She couldn't get away from me
‘delicious torment, and then he ruhh-:&ﬁm w:ﬁ lightly n\'\.‘-'r

“hers.

- Anne sighed, and for antinstant his\{i

desire jolted through him. *"‘Ag[m.“ he b

inside."

~ Somechow she found hersell him,
 his arm at her waist, while Mnnty d oridyf

tﬂl:mad as

hﬁdf‘lm‘i go
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happy to be home. The rain begga falling as Rob qpened the

: i )T breasts, she felt
in her lfgs l:-cgm to dissolve, and she sagged
against him, clinging for support. Rnh’i heart rate dou-
bled.
“Anne, do you know what %o lq-mc?” he'asked in a
voice rough with emotion. **It ta sta
uch, to make me forget ev

Traws w2

whimper at a tiny girgeof niban at a tidal
wave of desire. 0 mnd" er buf” she only
I i and held her while her

awareness, ackn:rwltd;gmcm then a flare of passion.
wered flash, rattling the windows, and with
urée, he lifted her in his arms and

nt to light one of the
house because of the re-
you while | make love to

to the side of the bed where
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i h‘ ef vTJc andﬁ.nrl in the :ﬂ:ﬂuw

his shirt hglc’,thﬂﬂght If

i*lranr
C dreﬂ.m don't wake me. \ m?‘ WAL

g with anump-atlnn

continued for

ing. [}n

! .IF‘EI: he

paigh unmhis Ingers th

~. ns:m:l him up in ﬂnme:&
oS hmg his sud-
L

,fnud to her own. Rob knew

g is, gfat he could -cush and take hgr
qﬂl:k'ijl' 10 ease & degh w
- both. But he mlﬂhu prolong

- make this first time memorable fnr both nl‘ umm 5o he

,tﬁnhud the fire and gentled the kiss.
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Lightly, ter r cheek while
- "’a{,mw

dresg, he eased he onto the pillow; |:|:uhll'lerj
toh ape with the tip uf his tongue
bef i I&:l a path along her neck to her

sho m Hhﬂ way as his lips

fo it, tml!m; kisses & ag’ oal, and on fo thesell of

wrth thaterial i _ ncﬁit, circll it
 tong he i

pple into his molith and

the"dress Yo her waist ang
to pull her arms free of the material.
bra almost the color of her skin. His

hands went to hc em through thésilky
fabric, and the Iﬂjﬁl&; *he saw in Rer eves

m ache wit }‘M was choked with
Mh: rgd;tﬂm and h It Anm:’shﬂn
i - AR R
i i hpsmalmlnué he
toward him as he moved
tl‘-‘-j._n fabric unfll it was

and her nipple was h it&Anne
mﬂirm !W$m
ul h-r: pulled back while he ihp hi llmds under her : : o
to unfasten the bra and pull i mfullnnd Hiscome: ﬁﬂﬂlh‘ hrpcdth:u e
figm, with both nipples dar e %.I his | N isefl , hisbreath s hud
i tly to en Iﬁ: o J:quL at her. ] )
m re, & lips parted as she
rapid, shallow breaths. She trembled as she waited,
wanting him desperately.
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e wrenc!m:l from %each other's lips before they col-

._-.l [t lrl B NEE

w.—dm e anﬂ:ﬂﬁi*m ek e tould feel

Nothing 1o .tﬂde

therip-
, then clutch

very p h-cr lips could

ﬁhmfr was 'hl.ll:f with

inr.:upahl-: of

| pnnul:u:l' in the de-

licious torture. Tﬂrn hefwaen wantin Cl:gldnue and
wanting him to fy that clawing need, moved under
T invitatio mappud his tivin

ued to assault the Iurbl:l outside, l.hl
pace of conquest within quickened, but it was tio longer
clear who conquéred whom. Anne's fingers Nyibled with,

¢ fastener nf'l‘lIsslu:h: until he ca ha:v:lsanﬂlii‘md .

. “You don't thiplshis was soon
her on thc n ghat at-
somked aﬂ you

Imlghl it
gifietly. When Anne

ml].a.jl'ura.

s
u'" ghe mﬂﬂilhr a

| couldn’t
I attracted,”

a’hl’.:u:rtT " l&)b explainagd.
mu.t: I wasa

u!h!u' y fi
n].th-at thought was in my
when ot there,

lmuudau,m h‘.'l.rldeeyﬁ class bong stfudyfe,
‘and & body that wouldn't quit, dripping water on my door-
“8tep."" He smiled, but his eyes were serious, and he traced a
inger over her cheek and along her jaw. 1 wanted you on
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left 1o know it wasn"|

the spot, andghad just enough s
pnsﬂh]c G - .

1o e e A N her lipg
tensified and lingered,

----- fled at each other He
1‘* for a moment longer, then held hery
ger head r:stmg n his chest.

mm![[‘ .

ites. Rob listened to her even
What had hnppd-rﬁd be-

E1I ||1'=---l wil
oy

ﬂcrhldh:hunm

first timg he'd _
wm‘d* ndmi "'

. he'd wanted her with | *!-m uf : ' n:y L
il was un m;acf.mmr.:.:‘; I fiercely in him with every breath® he Brove whh a r,n;"_
Weea dies oz ul' reverence. .
wing herd B t hingll lt ummt&l‘ﬂ‘.'mﬂ‘i"td
ll]q : g :fie ? ' her in that left them

_ breathless than
¢ had i[i.fn Be- D

=mub1= wes eyl ben danger |Sbiing “; .
il . F:Iﬁpt: thighs. “Youlskin's like silk, but so sofl, so warm,
#as he'd | H your flavor..."” He pulled her head down until their

mouths met, and his tongue sought hers, He probed and
ored in an almost leisurely manner, then slowly with-
' “ﬁmmdmd ““You taste 50 good, | want to keep on sam-
1= b:ga.ntnmp:hraugh v
him again. A strand of her hair lay across his lips and he
closed his eyes and inhaled fts fragrance. Fresh desire be-
gan to build.




